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alike, an infinite time to learn one of the most ele- 
mental lessons : Passion begets passion ; violence 
begets violence ; cruelty, cruelty ; vengeance, venge- 
ance; the mailed fist, the mailed fist. Swords and 
pistols beget swords and pistols ; explosives generate 
explosives; armies and navies provoke armies and 
navies. This is one of the simplest lessons of his- 
tory, which even those who run may read. The 
neglect to learn this elemental lesson has kept the 
earth so filled with violence that reading history is 
often like wading through endless streams of blood. 
It is encouraging to see that our modern spirit is 
getting so rapidly away from the old raw savagery 
that such a deed as that done in Lisbon the last day 
of January awakens feelings of universal grief and 
moral horror. Not much less regret and moral dis- 
approval, perhaps even more, are felt at the high- 
handed policies and deeds of rulers and governments, 
the natural fruit of which is red-handed violence, 
assassination and other kindred crimes. Let us 
hope that the day is not far away when the human- 
ization of the human spirit shall have become so 
complete as to make the crimes of violence impos- 
sible on the part of either subjects or rulers, and 
when all classes will have learned that moral and 
spiritual forces are the only ones that can be relied 
upon to produce good and durable results. Not by 
violence, but by manifestation of the truth, by love, 
patience, self-sacrifice and disinterested service, are 
governments to be saved and human rights and 
liberties to be won and maintained. 



Remonstrance Against the Increase of 

the Navy. 

At the regular bi-monthly meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the American Peace Society held on Janu- 
ary 28, the following remonstrance against the further 
increase of the navy, especially the addition of four new 
battleships, was adopted, and copies of it, signed by the 
President and Secretary, forwarded to both the Senate 
and the House of Representatives : 

" To the Congress of the United States : 

" The Directors of the American Peace Society, rep- 
resenting a growing constituency in all parts of the 
oountry, earnestly remonstrate against any further in- 
crease of the navy, and especially against the proposed 
addition of four new battleships. In the presence of 
squalor and poverty in all our cities, and great areas of 
ignorance and illiteracy, with a vast need of the equip- 
ment of civilization in the form of good roads and schools, 
we deprecate the semblance of preparation to fight other, 
and poorer peoples. 

" We beg to call your attention to the fact that our 
country enjoyed many decades of safe and rapid growth, 
with small need of armaments, while our institutions 
were still new and untried. Our foreign commerce, 
flourishing without the help of armored ships, was never 
more important than in the period before the Civil War. 



" We discover the same law for the nation as for the 
individual, that the frequent show of force breeds arro- 
gance in those who exercise it and suspicion among those 
in whose face it is flaunted. 

" We can find no people in the world that wishes to 
attack us or do us wrong. We are sure that our people 
desire to remain at peace with every other nation. We 
remonstrate, therefore, against the increase of the navy 
of the United States as an injurious misrepresentation of 
the best sentiments of our people. In the name of the 
growing humanity of the world and of the great common 
interests of commerce, travel and education ; in the name 
of the millions of our people who have to bear the bur- 
den of taxation, and upon whom every needless tax levied 
for the machinery of war is an injustice ; for the sake of 
the other nations upon whom the increase of our naval 
force will create a new burden to keep pace with us, but 
all of whom we shall serve and reassure by calling a halt 
in our naval outlay ; in the name of the great religions 
professed in the United States, the principles of every 
one of which forbid the attitude of war, and set forth 
the standards of international trust and friendliness, — we 
appeal from the passing fashion of naval pomp and dis- 
play to the deeper sense of chivalry and generosity in the 
hearts of our countrymen, of whom you are our chosen 
representatives. We look to you to act for the further- 
ance of the noblest ideals of the American people." 

All the Auxiliaries and the individual members of the 
American Peace Society, indeed, all friends of the cause 
of international brotherhood and peace throughout the 
nation, are urged to send without delay resolutions or 
letters of protest against the proposed extravagant en- 
largement of the navy this year. The Naval Committee 
is at work on the measure to be reported to the two 
Houses soon, and whatever is done in the way of remon- 
strance ought to be done at once. Draw your resolu- 
tions or letters in your own way, in brief and pointed form, 
make them express your own opinions on the subject, 
and send them to your Representative at Washington 
without delay. A number of men in both Houses are 
making a brave stand against the big-navy craze, and 
they need your support immediately. 



Ex-Presidents as Peacemakers. 

Representative Richard Bartholdt of Missouri has in- 
troduced in the House of Representatives, and Senator 
McCreary of Kentucky in the Senate, a bill " to secure 
proper representation for the United States at future 
international conferences, and for the proper employ- 
ment of former Presidents of the United States." Sec- 
tions one and two of the bill we give below in full ; the 
other sections provide for the salaries, the expenses of 
travel, the secretaries, etc. : 

" Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, that former Presidents of the United States 
shall be ex-officio representatives for life of the United 
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States at the Pan-American and other international con- 
ferences in which the United States may participate. 
The President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall appoint forthwith four other persons as 
members of the forthcoming Pan-American, Hague, and 
other international conferences, two for a term of four 
years and two for a term of eight years. At the expir- 
ation of the terms of the persons so appointed, the 
vacancies shall be filled for a term of eight years in the 
same manner, and the previous incumbents shall be 
eligible for reappointment. 

Section 2. That it shall be the duty of the former 
Presidents and the other international representatives 
hereby appointed to investigate and, from time to time, 
report upon the several propositions looking to the substi- 
tution of judicial decisions for force in international rela- 
tions, with a view to enabling the United States govern- 
ment to cooperate intelligently in all international efforts 
to secure to the people the benefits of more enduring 
peace. Their reports shall be made to the President and 
to the Congress of the United States, and they shall inves- 
tigate and report upon all questions referred to them by 
the President or by either branch of Congress. They shall 
also disseminate information on the question of interna- 
tional arbitration and peace by addresses and publications, 
in order to insure to the people the benefits of their inves- 
tigations and conclusions. Their meetings shall be held 
upon their own initiative upon the call of the ranking 
former President or other person chosen by them as 
chairman at such time and place as they may agree 
upon." 

If any special provision is to be made for ex-Presi- 
dents, this seems to us to be by far the most sensible sug- 
gestion that has been made. The plan avoids support- 
ing them in idleness, which has always seemed to us 
most objectionable in a democratic country like ours. 
The Bartholdt-McCreary proposal would provide for 
them financially, and at the same time give them a serv- 
ice to perform eminently worthy of their standing in 
the nation, for which their experience has peculiarly 
fitted them, and which would enable them to promote 
systematically the welfare, order and peace of the world 
in a very effective way. The appointment of others to 
serve with them for fixed periods saves the scheme from 
the objection, made to those heretofore proposed, that 
ex-Presidents are common citizens of the country like 
other people and ought not to be set apart in a class abso- 
lutely by themselves. 



The Bishop 
of London. 



Editorial Notes. 

On Christmas Sunday Dr. Ingram, the 
Bishop of London, made some most re- 
markable and interesting declarations in 
interpreting the signs of the times in regard to the peace 
of the world. Though some people scoff and claim that 
peace is vanishing rather than approaching, " the fact is," 
he said, "that it is steadily harder for any power to 
incite war." As to the general wish of mankind, 



"humanity," he declared, "wants peace, and is deter- 
mined to hold men and governments to strict accounta- 
bility in this matter. Any statesman or government 
that wantonly sought war would be universally branded 
as an enemy of mankind, and neither individuals nor 
cabinets nowadays are indifferent to the world's opinion. 
On the contrary, they show an increasing anxiety to 
keep themselves right before the nations." He declared 
that he disbelieved all the reported intrigues of certain 
men in authority for a chance to precipitate hostilities, 
and he likewise disbelieved that the building of naval 
bases, of new ships, etc., was for the purpose of making 
war. "Every great ruler of the world wants peace. 
Every leading statesman of the world wants peace. The 
pacific declarations which pour in from all lofty sources 
of opinion and power I regard as absolutely sincere. So 
I hold that the spirit of the Prince of Peace is surely 
fastening its blessed mastery on the world." This is the 
view which the Advocate of Peace has steadily main- 
tained for years. But this view does not blind us to the 
mischief of the suspicion and distrust which prevail all 
too widely among the nations and of the consequent 
feverish competition in the increase of armaments. This 
distrust is a prolific root of all sorts of evil. It is a dis- 
grace to our time, and one of our greatest and most 
pressing obligations is to do everything possible to de- 
stroy it utterly. The Bishop of London might well 
have completed his sermon by a word in this direction. 
For though all the great rulers and leading statesmen of 
the world wish peace, several of them feed themselves 
daily on fear and distrust, and by their policies do much 
to make their wish much more difficult to realize. 



The Intercollegiate Peace Association 
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Indiana, secretary) is arranging, as a 
part of its work this year, a number of oratorical con- 
tests. From a circular on the subject, we learn that 
state oratorical contests will be held in Indiana, Ohio, 
Illinois and Michigan, if five or more representatives 
enter the contest for each State. Each institution be- 
longing to the Association may be represented by one 
contestant, a bona-fide student of the institution. The 
orations must deal with some phase of the subject of 
international peace and arbitration, and must be not over 
eighteen minutes in length. The number of contestants 
at any state contest will be limited to six. If more than 
six institutions enter representatives, district contests 
will first be held to determine who shall participate in 
the state contest. The interstate contest, in which the 
winners in the state contests will compete, will be held 
in connection with the annual convention of the Inter- 
collegiate Peace Association in May. Three judges will 



